
What?

Monocultures (when farmers only grow 
one single kind of crop in a huge area), 
poisons, parasites and diseases – these 
are only four reasons for the decline 
of bees and other insects over the last 
years. Researchers found out that in 
Germany the number of insects declined 
by three quarters over the last 30 years 
alone. This is an unbelievably large 
number. Fact is that us humans are one 
of the main reasons for bee mortality. 
Therefore, it is also us, who must change 
our ways dramatically, so that bees and 
other insects will feel comfortable in our 
landscapes again.

Help for the helpers

                      

Without insects there would be only 
very few plants left on our planet. 
Almost all the plants need insects for 
pollination and propagation. So, if we 
want to protect the plants, we will 
have to take care of the insects and 
guarantee their wellbeing. 
Furthermore, humming and buzzing 
sounds simply belong to a beautiful 
flowery meadow. For gardeners many 
insects are very useful, because they 
eat vermin like plant lice – ladybugs 
for example.

Bees have a hard 
furrow to plough

WHY?   Every year the beginning of spring  
   marks the start of little things  

humming, crawling and flying around.  
But where do all these insects come from  
each year? Which of them sting, and which 
do not? Are there good and bad insects?  
If you are out and about enjoying nature, 
you start to ask yourself these questions. 
Often, we feel uncomfortable around all  
of the insects, because we don’t like the 
humming or are afraid to be stung. Most 
insects won’t sting though. Many, like the 
         hoverfly that looks  like a wasp and   

   flies like a dragonfly, do not even 
     have a stinger.

How can we actually help the bees,  
bumblebees and butterflies?  
To make insects feel comfortable in 
our garden or on our balcony we 
could build them a nice house. 
Additionally, planting plants 
that insects like would be a great 
idea. Bees for starters like all plants 
that are at home in this region and that 
don’t have double flowers. Herbs are  
usually very well suited, but everything you 
will find on a wild meadow will be perfect 
too, like cornflowers, sunflowers, roses, 
mallows, sage, poppies or columbines.
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Now you can attach a hook 
on the back of your log using 
a hammer and a nail, so that 
you can hang the insect  
hotel later.

Last but not least you will need a little 
roof to protect your hotel rooms from 
moisture. Build the roof from one or 
two small planks. It is easiest to nail  
or screw them on top of your log. The  
roof should be a little tilted, so that 
water can run off the insect hotel  
when it is raining.

For your insect hotel to get 
many visitors hang it in a 
sunny location, well protected 
against wind and rain. Ideally 
it is located close to herbs, 
blossoming flowers, native 
shrubs and trees. 

Where?

Using a drilling machine, 
vertically drill holes of 
2-10 mm diameter into your 
log. Use different sizes for 
the holes and be careful to 
not drill right through the 
log but stop before. You can 
place the holes wherever 
you find they look best.

 1st step
2nd step

3rd Step

1 log of wood with bark 
hardwood like birch, oak,  
ash or fruit-bearing trees 
works best

1 to 2 small planks of  
wood for the roof

1 drilling machine   
with drills of different sizes

1 hook 

1 hammer and nails

Tip: if you don’t have your 
own garden, check out places 
selling firewood for a suitable 
log. It would be good if the log 
still had its bark, but it works 
without bark as well.

  You will need 

How to build an  

insect hotel  
from a log of chopped wood?
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